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The history of these " abominable " actions, supposed
to have been committed by J. J. Rousseau during his
residence at the Hermitage, represents the legend
handed down in the Memoirs of Madame dCEpinay as
the story of Rene. Tlie false hermit^ false philosopher,
and false friend of the story not only has all the
features of the sophist and impostor painted elsewhere
by Grimm and Diderot, but he perpetrates also the seven
deadly sins (les sept sc^leratesses) laid to Rousseau's
charge by Diderot, and stated by him to have been the
cause of the rupture between Jean Jacques and his
former friends.

M. Maurice Tourneux has the credit of having
discovered and printed for the first time from Diderot's
" tablettes," the record noted down there of Rousseau's
supposed " crimes." But we have heard of these useful
" tablettes " kept by the director of the Encyclopedia,
from his contemporary and biographer, Mercier, Grimm's
latest assistant upon the Correspondence Litteraire.

In his essay entitled Aux Manes de Diderot, written
in 1784, Mercier gives this curious example of the
Encyclopaedist's difficulty in remembering injuries ; and
of the still more curious sense of duty which compelled
him to cultivate in himself, not this happy forget-
fulness, but an artificial memory of the wrongs done
him.

"It was in perfect good faith,37 wrote Mercier, "that
Diderot declared he found in himself a disposition to
love all his fellow-men until he discovered some special
cause for despising them. Even when he had only too
just cause of complaint against people, he ran a great
danger of forgetting their misdeeds. This must have
been so, since whenever he considered himself seriously
bound to recollect offences, he had imposed upon himself
the rule of noting them down on some tablets dedicated
to this use. But these tablets remained hidden in
a corner of his desk, and the fancy of consulting this
singular record occurred very seldom. I only saw himdem,re, June, 1762. to M. dee, too, if we take his own
Grimm's side, and averted the exposure, which seemedript was written by Madame d iLpmay
